
A note about this fi le

This article was originally published in The 
London, Edinburg and Dublin philosophical 
magazine and journal of science in February 1891 
(Ser. 5, Vol. 31).

Lord Rayleigh was one of the giants of Victorian 
physics. He developed much of the theories about 
the limitations of sharpness of optical systems, 
including pinholes.  He was involved in a broad 
variety of problems and won the Nobel Prize in 
Physics in 1904 for his work on the behavior of 
gases and the discovery of the gas argon.
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