
Scanning your negative to make a positive print

Scanners are available in all the computer labs as well
as the CoEHS lab in N/E 213.

Launch Adobe Photoshop Elements.

Under the File menu, select Import, and then off the
submenu select:

Radford: Microtek ScanWizard

Clow, Halsey, Polk, Res. Hall Labs: HP Precision Scan

Swart, N/E 213: Epson TWAIN 5

The scanner interface window will launch and will
probably preview and autoselect your entire negative.
You may have to adjust the selection by placing the
cursor in the corner of the selected area (it should turn
into a double headed arrow) and clicking and dragging.

Scanner settings. Each interface will have several settings.
These may be automatically selected for you

Image or output type: Grey, Greyscale, Black and White,
or Black and White Photograph.

Purpose, Destination, or Output: Laser Printer, or Photo

Scale or  size: 100%, or approximately 4 x 5 inches.

Click the Scan or Send the scan now button.

The scanner will scan the negative and open it in Photoshop
Elements.  The scanner interface window may automatically
close, but you may have to close it yourself to work on
your file.

The image will be a negative. To convert it to a positive,
under the Image menu, Select Adjustments, then Invert.

If your image is not upright, under the Image menu,
select Rotate, and then the appropriate direction.

The image will be reversed right to left (all camera
negatives are, but they’re usually transparent so you can
look at them from the other side).  Under the Image
menu select Rotate and then Flip Image Horizontal.

The ideal print has a full range of tones from the blackest
the image can be to the white of the paper. Your scan
may look too dark or faded depending on the density
of your negative..

Under the Enhance menu, select Adjust
Brightness/Contrast.

Brightness makes the image lighter or darker, and Contrast
expands the lighter and darker extremes to black and
white.  Normally both have to be adjusted to get the
best image quality.  Experiment.  You can always Undo
(under the Edit menu) and try again.

Original scan as negative

After inverting and flipping
horizontal

After brightness and contrast
were adjusted to these settings

Print the image normally.

If you wish to save the file, choose JPEG as the file format,
and medium for the quality setting.

In the Presentations Lab (Polk 5) several different scanners
are available and someone is there to help you with the
process from 8-4:30 M-F.  The Presentations Lab printer
will give a higher quality print, but costs $.25 per page.

email me at: dvoracek@uwosh.edu. For more on digital imaging see: http://idea.uwosh.edu/nick/digitalimaging.htm


